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PRESIDENT OF THE COURT OF APPEAL — JUSTICE CARMEL JOY McLURE 

Statement by Attorney General 

MR C.C. PORTER (Bateman — Attorney General) [9.15 am]: I rise to inform the House that on 17 
November 2009, the Governor in Executive Council appointed Justice Carmel Joy McLure as the President of 
the Court of Appeal of Western Australia. The Court of Appeal was formally established as a division of the 
Supreme Court by the Acts Amendment (Court of Appeal) Act 2004, and came into operation on 1 February 
2005. Apart from when the Chief Justice sits on the court, the President of the Court of Appeal represents the 
most senior member of the court. Justice McLure was an inaugural judge of the Court of Appeal when it came 
into operation in 2005, and her extensive experience in both public and private law makes her extremely well 
qualified to perform the role and functions of this high judicial position. Her Honour brings many excellent 
qualities to the position, including her well-regarded dexterous mind and legal acumen, her capacity and 
enthusiasm for hard work and her sound judgement. 

Justice McLure was born in Pemberton in 1955 and she received both her Bachelor of Jurisprudence with 
Honours and her Bachelor of Laws with Honours from the University of Western Australia in 1976 and 1979 
respectively. She served her articles at Mallesons Stephen Jacques and was admitted as a barrister and solicitor 
of the WA Supreme Court in 1980. Her Honour then engaged her services in the office of the then 
commonwealth Attorney-General, Senator Hon Peter Durack, QC, as assistant private secretary from 1977 to 
1978, and as private secretary in 1981 and 1982. Subsequently, Her Honour studied at the University of Oxford 
and there gained her postgraduate Bachelor of Civil Law degree. This was followed by a year spent as a lecturer 
at the Northwestern University in Chicago, as the nominee of the law faculty of Oxford.  

Justice McLure returned to Western Australia in 1984 and was employed as a solicitor at the firm known then as 
Keall Brinsden, and known now as Corrs Chambers Westgarth. In 1987, Her Honour became a partner in that 
firm and from 1993 to 1995 she was the head of the firm’s litigation division. In 1995, Justice McLure joined the 
independent bar, practising out of Francis Burt Chambers, and she was appointed Queen’s Counsel in 1997. She 
practised extensively in civil and commercial litigation, including in the fields of administrative law, 
corporations law, trade practices law and professional negligence matters. Her Honour appeared as counsel in 
many major cases and in two royal commissions. 

During her time in practice, Justice McLure was a member of the Law Reform Commission of Western Australia 
and the International Legal Service Advisory Council. In addition, she was a member of the Women Lawyers’ 
Association of WA, the Legal Practice Board and the Law Society. Her Honour also served the wider 
community through membership of the board of the WA Academy of Performing Arts, the council of Edith 
Cowan University, the board of St Catherine’s College at the University of Western Australia and the Rhodes 
Scholarship selection panel. 

It is clear that Her Honour’s background and experience indicates that she is more than capable of performing 
the role and functions of the president. I congratulate Justice McLure on her appointment and wish her luck in 
the execution of her new duties. I also take this opportunity to briefly thank the former president, the Honourable 
Justice Steytler, and the Honourable Justice Owen for having acted as the President of the Court of Appeal since 
February this year. 
 


